DIRECT CONVERSATIONS                        399
Pourtales' Sunday advice to Sazonov and Szapary thus
seemed likely to bear good results by opening admirably
the way to "direct conversations/' and for it he was warmly
thanked by both when he saw them later in the day.
In the evening, after talking with both men again, he
reported:
Count Szapary had an extended interview this afternoon
with Sazonov.  Both men, with whom I talked after it, were
favorably impressed by it. ... [Here follows a summary
of the interview, similar to Szapary's account.]   The Min-
ister begged me urgently to tell him whether I could not
make some sort of a proposal.   In reply I emphasized the
fact that I was not authorized to make any proposals, and
therefore could only express my personal views; but that
the following way seemed to me perhaps practicable.   In
case the Vienna Cabinet should consent to modify somewhat
the form of its demands, as the expressions of Count
Szapary seemed to indicate was not altogether out of the
question, perhaps an attempt could be made, with this in
view, to get into touch with Austria directly.   Should an
agreement result from this, then . . . [cipher group lacking]
Serbia could be advised by Russia to accept the demands
of Austria on the basis agreed upon between Russia and
Austria, and to let the Austrian Government know this
through the mediation of a third Power.
Sazonov, upon whom I again strongly impressed the
fact that I did not speak in the name of my Government,
declared that he would at once telegraph to the Russian*
Ambassador in Vienna along the lines of my proposal.88
Accordingly on Sunday evening Sazonov telegraphed to
the Russian Ambassador in Vienna informing him of the
one may conclude that it was probably dispatched on July 27 at 2:15
A.M., T.M,' being a misprint for 'A.M.' It arrived at Vienna at 4:30
P.M.' which would be about 16 hours or the normal period of trans-
mission between Vienna and St. Petersburg at this congested time.
86 Pourtales to Bethmann, July >26, 10:10 P.M- arrived July 27,
12:45 A.M.; K.D., 238.